Panther Probe Inc.
Real Time DeadWeight
Software Manual

November 2008

1

Table of Contents
Communication

page 3

Set Chart / Well Info

page 5

Real-Time features

page 7

Report Viewer

page 11

View Report

page 12

View Chart

page 13

Setup

page 16

2

Software

1. Confirm that antennas are connected to the modem and the deadweight(s)
2. Confirm that modem is plugged into USB cable and that it is plugged into
computer
3. Turn the power switch on the Real time deadweight(s) to “ON”
4. Click “Start Sampling” from the top menu in the software
5. A pop-up screen will appear for Communication Setup
Communication Setup

a.

Select the communication port for the Modem.
1. If you do not know it you may have to determine which it is by
going into Windows Device Manager. Click on the Windows
“Start” button. Then click “Control Panel”. Then click the
“System” icon. Then click the “Hardware” tab. Then click on the
“Device Manager” button. Click the “+” sign for “Ports”. You
should then see the “MaxStream Port Adaptor” with the Comm
port listed.
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b.
c.

d.
e.

f.

g.

Enter the PanID of the modem
Enter the destination address of the deadweight you will use for
Channel A. (If only 1 deadweight is to be used, enter the
address in C hannel A.
Enter the destination address of the deadweight you will use for
Channel B. (If required)
You may click the check box to have the software “Force
calibrations to download, even if found on system”. If this is the
first time that the gauge has been run the software will do this
anyway. If the gauge being used has not been calibrated
recently clicking this option will not be required.
Click “OK”. The software will display the status, “Pausing
sampling, please wait…”. Then if downloading the calibration
was forced or required, it will display the status “Downloading
Channel A calibration ? of 3”
When complete the “Set Chart/Well Information” window will
appear. Here you may enter and select the output options for
the data and enter the information from the well that is being
tested.
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Set Chart/Well Information

1. Select the sample rate to record. Acceptable ranges a re from 2
seconds to 30 minutes
2. Select the desired Channel pressure to plot. Options are A, B or
Both. Then select Labels for Channel A (and/or B if required),
options are Tubing, Casing or select Other and enter the desired
title
3. Select or de-select “Force Charts to show 0”
4. Select the pressure units and decimal format desired for the
output of the chart and/or report
5. Select “Number of Samples to Display”. A greater number of
samples will increase the time it takes to refresh the chart
6. Enter the desired and available well information
7. When all information is entered and selected click on “Set
Information”
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8. You will be prompted to save the well info and chart options. By
default a unique name is created based on the serial number of
the tool, the computer’s date and clock time. You may enter a
new name if desired in the “File name:” box and change the
default folder location of the file from the “Save in:” box. Click
“Save” when complete

9. The software will then begin receiving data. The display will
change to “Waiting for data”. Depending on the sample rate that
you have chosen, data will begin to display on the chart(s) and
be updated at the chosen sample rate.
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Real-Time Features
1.

While the software is sampling a real-time plot will be displayed. If
you hold the mouse pointer over a point in the graph it will display
the name of the data series, time, and pressure value.

8

2.
Comments - may be added to be displayed in the report by typing in
the comment field and the n clicking Enter Comment
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3.
Pause Sampling - will cause the software to stop receiving data
from the tool. The button’s display will switch to Resume Sampling. Once
this is clicked the software will once again receive data from the tool. All
data sampled by the tool during this duration is omitted from the graph and
report.
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4.
Timer - You may also set the timer in the top right corner to alert
you periodically for timed events, such as 5 minute stops for gradient tests. Enter
the hour, minute, and/or second time duration which you wish to be alerted and
then click “Start Timer”. The software will sound an alert when the time specified
has elapsed. It will alert you repeatedly until you click the “Reset Timer” button.
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Report Viewer
The report viewer will allow you to view the report that may be generated and an
interactive chart which you may zoom in and out of to enlarge portions of the
data, as well as print.

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.
7.

Click “Browse” and locate the data file that you desire. The software
created and updated the file while sampling was taking place.
You may select a longer sample rate than what was generated by
changing the “Report Sample Rate”
You may select to chart data for only Channel A, only for Channel B, have
the data for both Channels displayed collectively on one chart, or have the
data for both Channels plotted, but on separate charts.
You may select the “Pressure Format” for the pressure units you wish to
display for the pressure data. Options include KPAG, KPAA, PSIG, PSIA,
BARG or BARA.
You can select the well information that you would like to attach to the
header of the report by clicking the individual option buttons.
You can select the “Decimal Format” that you wish the pressure data to be
displayed in on the report.
Lastly, you may choose to include the slope (pressure per second)
calculations for each individual pressure reading on the report.

Once the options are selected as desired you may either click the “View Chart” or
“View Report” buttons to view and print either.
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View Report
Click “View Report”. You will be prompted to save the default filename given or
provide a filename and location to save the report. Once this is done the report
will open in a WordPad document with header items you have selected and the
time/pressure data recorded.
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View Chart

The chart consists of options buttons along the top of the screen, the chart(s),
and the data displayed in a grid format if desired.
The option buttons along the top of the window from RIGHT to LEFT are:
1.
Properties – When clicked a pop-up will appear that will allow you
to change General, Series and Y Axis values. This enables you to
do such things as change the color palette of the chart, background
color, graph type, line thickness and color, y-axis (left axis) scale
and position of tick marks and labels.
2.
Zoom – Click on this icon to enable the zoom feature. Once
enabled, you may click and hold the mouse button moving outward
from center of the position you clicked to form a box which will
zoom in on this section of the chart. To return to the original chart
simply click on the zoom button again.
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3.

Legend Box – This icon activates or deactivates a legend box for a
description of chart series data

4.

Data Grid – This icon activates or deactivates a data grid along the
right hand side of the chart which displays a spreadsheet
representation of the data on the chart
Point Labels – Activates or deactivates labels displaying the
pressure value of each point of data. Depending on the quantity of
data in the chart this feature may not be practical. If too many data
points are labeled to be read clearly, you may want to zoom in on a
smaller section.

5.
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6.

7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.

Axes Settings – Displays a drop down menu of x and y-axis settings
such as activating/deactivating grid lines, interlacing,
showing/hiding labels.
3D – Displays the data as a 3D or 2D image
Palette settings – Displays a drop down menu of color combinations
for the graph region
Anti-aliasing – A look versus performance option.
Gallery – A drop down menu of chart types that may be selected to
display the data in different formats, such as a bar graph or pie
chart.
Print – Opens the print dialog box to print the chart
Copy to Clipboard – Displays a drop down menu box to save an
image of the chart to the clipboard as a .bmp or metafile or to save
the data to the clipboard. You may then paste the saved image or
data to MS Word, Excel, WordPad or just about any document.
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Setup
Items Required
1.
Real time deadweight software
2.
MaxStream Windows drivers
3.
Modem with USB cable
4.
Real time deadweight
Step
1. If you did not receive a CD with the software you may download the Zip
file containing the software from our the web page at
www.pantherprobe.com/software.html

a. Begin by downloading the MaxStream Windows driver by clicking
on the link at the bottom of the page, “MaxStream WINDOWS
drivers.exe”
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b. Then click “Run”

c. Click “Run” again

d. The drivers will download to the default folder “C:\MaxStream\”
when you Click “Unzip”

e. Click “OK” and then “Close”
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2. Next install the Real Time Deadweight software. Click on the link “Panther
Real Time Deadweight V?.?.? Software”
a. Click Run

b. Click Run if prompted with Security warning

c. Click Next
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d. Click Next again

e. Click Next again
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f. Select the Option box “Create a desktop icon” if you wish and
then click Next

g. Click Install
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h. Select or de-select the “Launch Real-Time Deadweight System”
check box if desired and click Finish

3. The software will install and open. Before proceeding, plug the USB cable
provided into the modem provided
4. Plug the other end of USB cable into your computer
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5. If a previous installation was not installed, you will have to locate the
Windows drivers for the software. You will be prompted “Can Windows
connect to Windows Update to search for software?”, Click “No, not this
time”

a. You will then be prompted “What do you want the wizard to do?,
Click on “Install from a list or specific location (Advanced)”
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b. Select “Search for the best driver in these locations.”

c. Click on “Browse” and locate the driver (preferably you have
installed it to “C:\MaxStream\Windows drivers”)
d. Click “Next”
e. If you are prompted “The software you are installing for this
hardware has not passed Windows Logo testing…”, click “Continue
Anyway”
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f. Click Finish

You should now have the modem connected and operating as well as the
software loaded and running.
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